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Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Kirkoswald Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 8th March, 2022 in Kirkoswald Church Institute
PUBLIC OPEN MEETING: (Maximum time 15 mins total, with 5 mins per individual question)- None present 
Present:- Mrs J Tea (Chaired the meeting), Mr N Jackson, Mr J Haugh, Mrs W Smith, Mr R Raine, Mr N Edmundson, Mr A Jackson, Mr J Little, County Cllr Driver & Mrs R Lytollis (Clerk)
DRAFT MINUTES
                                ORDINARY MONTHLY MEETING
1. To receive any declarations of interest: None
2. Apologies: It was resolved to accept the following apologies- Mrs S Quinn (unwell), Mrs I Henderson (away) & District Cllr Robinson (other commitment) (proposed by Mr A Jackson, seconded by Mrs W Smith, unanimous vote).
3. Minutes: It was resolved to authorise the Chair to sign the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Tuesday 8th February, 2022 as a true record (proposed by Mr J Little, seconded by Mrs W Smith, unanimous vote)
4. To discuss matters arising from the last meeting
· Viol Moor: The Clerk said that there were no further updates.
· Land at Woodbrow: It was reported that the damaged tree belongs to the tenant. It was noted that there is also a fence down.

· Tree at Parkhead: Mrs W Smith said that she had reported who owns the tree. It was reported that work is also needed to the stile, as it is dangerous.
5. To discuss broadband 

· Mr A Jackson reported that the inspection chamber in the parish field would be very difficult to move as it contains a lot of cables. He has been assured however that it is strong enough to take the weight of tractors/ agricultural vehicles.
· B4RN broadband update for coordinators, volunteers, and contractors: 
‘The B4RN contractors are making steady progress with getting ducting conduits to the relevant, geographical parts of the parish. Most properties in Park Head are “house ready” which is the term for having the ducting fed from the main core fibre to household boxes.

The digger has started laying ducting from the top of the village round the back of Eden Park and will shortly be laying core ducting round the back of Sandhill down to the Methodist chapel. They will also be starting to cut the groove in the pavement from the top of Sandhill into Little Sandhill up to Eden Park.

In the main village, round Back Lane, and Ravenghyll for example, there will be road closures. It is proposed to close Raven Ghyll at the weekend so that the surgery is not affected. Wayleaves are in place for all but one area of the Parish. This was discussed at length, as there is no easy alternative route.

As you will have gathered, progress will mean we will not be getting connected until September.

Now the better weather is almost with us, now is an excellent time to ensure that you have the ducting running from the perimeter of your land and to get a house box fitted, if you have not already done so.

There will be another update meeting in a month or two.’

· Splicing of cables to join them to the property box: Mr N Jackson reported that he attended the meeting on Saturday where connecting the cables up was discussed. Councillors agreed that they were unaware that volunteers would be required to splice the cables together. Mrs W Smith said that she would speak to Mr Brian Smythe about it.
6. To discuss the Parish Plan
Mrs J Tea had circulated the document to councillors after the last meeting. Mrs W Smith said that she had spoken to a couple of residents from Renwick regarding wording, but no revisions had been forthcoming.
7. To discuss the Parish Field Fence: It was reported that a resident has complained about the fence around the parish field (adjacent to the kissing gate), with some posts moved and others rotten. Mrs J Tea suggested that there could be bigger entrance gate at the top. It was agreed that a 12 ft. gate might be more suitable and Mr A Jackson agreed to have a look at it. Councillors agreed that the benefit of this approach would be that it would also help the problem with the conduit box. It was noted that two stretcher posts have also snapped off.
8. To consider tenders for the rental of the parish field and the spraying of weeds in the parish: 

It was resolved to accept the following tenders (proposed by Mr J Little, seconded by Mrs J Tea, unanimous vote):
· Parish Field: Ms Hannah Jackson

· Spraying: Mr Campbell Logue
9. To discuss the co-option of new councillors: Mrs J Tea reported that there were no volunteers at present. Councillors suggested the names of potential candidates and it was agreed to approach them, however, councillors agreed that they would be delighted if volunteers could come forward for what is an interesting and very worthwhile role.
10.  Finance

· To receive the Financial Report: The Clerk had circulated the monthly cash flow spreadsheet to councillors prior to the meeting.
· To make payment of bills due: It was resolved to make the following payments (proposed by Mrs W Smith, seconded by Mr J Little, unanimous vote)
B4RN (Renwick Expenses)

Clerk’s Salary & Expenses (including back pay)

£368.02
(Paid by bank transfer)
Lazonby Footpath Donation



£100.00
(Paid by bank transfer)
(The parish council had been approached to attend an event to raise funds to meet the shortfall in the cost of the new footpath along the road between Lazonby and Eden Bridge. After discussion it was resolved to donate £100 to Lazonby Parish Council as the path would be used by Kirkoswald residents too (proposed by Mr R Raine, seconded by Mrs W Smith, unanimous vote.)
· Clerk’s back-dated pay claim: Mrs J Tea reported that the new pay scale for Clerk’s salaries for 2021/22 has now been agreed nationally and so the Clerk’s salary would rise in line with the new figures.
· Bank Statements: Mrs W Smith checked that the monthly cash flow spreadsheet correlated with the bank statements.
11. To receive the Highwayman’s Report and discuss matters related to Highway

· There is standing water on the road at Eden Bridge (on the Kirkoswald side), which needs to drain away.

· Water in the ditch at Huddlesceugh which is not running away (it was noted that there is a cable in it). The Clerk was asked to report it to Mr Shaun Mitchell and Mrs John Banks.
· Water on road at High Bankhill
· Parish land at Renwick: Covered above
· Sickergill Bridge: The road surface is in a very poor condition again.
· Woodbrow: Discussed above.
· The pub bench in the Square needs to be moved back to outside the pub.
· Noticeboards: Mr R Raine said that the new boards are taking slightly longer at present as there is difficulty getting the rubber to go on them.
12. To receive a report from County Cllr Driver: County Cllr Driver said that there was little to report as  officers are currently very busy working on the restructuring, following the attempt to call a judicial review having fallen through. It was agreed that with the new structure tying Eden with South Lakes and Barrow areas, social rather than rural deprivation would be prioritised. Councillors were reminded that there will be elections taking place in May. 
13. To receive a report from District Cllr Robinson: Unable to attend
14. To receive a report from the Church Institute: Mr J Little said that there was nothing to report at present.
15. To discuss Police matters arising: Mr J Little reported that there was a theft from Lazonby several days after the last meeting. He said that drugs are a massive problem now and are filtering into the county from other areas. He said that as budgets are being cut, so the problem will worsen.
16. To consider any planning applications made and related matters: None
17. To receive decisions on planning applications made: None
18. To receive Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas

· Regular agenda points

· New clerk

· Councillors thanked the Clerk for her work over the last 12 years.
· Play Area: Mr N Jackson reported that there are still five broken fence posts around the play area. It was agreed that the Clerk chase the work so that it is done urgently, in order to prevent accidents. 

19. Date and venue of the next meeting: 7.30pm on Tuesday 12th April, 2022 in Kirkoswald Church Institute
The meeting closed at 20.26

Signed:  R. E. Lytollis


Clerk to Kirkoswald Parish Council

Date: 08/03/2022 

